
ADVICE ON DELEGATED AUTHORITY / DISCHARGE 

OF FUNCTIONS BY A LOCAL COUNCIL 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 S101 
 

Despite several previous instances of guidance given to Bexhill-on-Sea Town Council that 

individual councillors cannot discharge the functions of the council, i.e. act on behalf of the 

council such as give instructions or carry out tasks, members have requested this advice be 

validated. 

 

Whilst it is noted that councillors would like to carry out operational functions of the 

Corporate Body to help and support the team or utilise their skills, this is not the role of a 

councillor and is not permitted in law. 
 

Below is a statement from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) made 

specifically to this Town Council: 

 

 

STATEMENT FROM JANE MOORE,  

SENIOR SOLICITOR AND LEGAL MANAGER 

NATIONAL ASSOCAITON OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

I confirm that the advice we can provide on the issues is contained within Legal 

Topic Note 1. Paragraphs 4 and 5 contain guidance on the role of individual 

councillors. Paragraph 9 also refers to the Hillingdon case. Paragraph 9 provides 

“functions may be discharged by a committee or a sub-committee but not, as 

confirmed in paragraphs 4 and 5 above, by individual members of the 

committee”. 
 

 

Legal Topic Note 1 Paragraphs 4 and 5 are provided below: 
 



 
 

 

Paragraph 9 

 

 

IN CONCLUSION  

It is unlawful for councillors to discharge any function of the Town Council, 

including the Chair.  Functions are discharged to an officer or a committee/sub-

committee only. 


